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THE BEST OF 


PETER 

1 «I 

RHODES 



A READER is furious about the Poldark 
episode which included the alleged rape 
of Elizabeth. He writes: “You could drive a 
coach and horses through the health-and- 
safety policy at his tin mine.” 

WHICH naturally reminds me of the 
famous 1959 review in Field and Stream 
magazine of Lady Chatterley’s Lover. After 
ploughing through page after page of red- 
hot sex, the writer concluded: “In this re¬ 
viewer’s opinion the book cannot take the 
place of J R Miller’s Practical Gamekeep¬ 
ing.” Sadly, the Lady Chatterley item which 
is often quoted as a genuine review, was 
a spoof by the American humorist, angler 
and conservationist, Ed Zern. 

OUT with the lawnmower for what ought 
to be the last cut of the year. But noth¬ 
ing is guaranteed any more. As the sea¬ 
sons change, you are quite likely to win¬ 
ter-grease your mower and stow it at the 
back of the shed this week, only to wake 
up next week to a balmy zephyr from north 
Africa and the sight of your grass growing 
again. 

AND what a wonderfully precise lan¬ 
guage English is. I once spent some time 
trying to explain to a German friend the 
difference between washing and wash¬ 
ing-up. He could not quite grasp how the 
involvement of crockery, cutlery and Fairy 
Liquid was all implied by the one little word 
“up.” 

YES, I admit it. We’ve been out pan¬ 
ic-buying Marmite. Ever since the Brex- 
it-inspired price-rise spat a few weeks 
ago, we have 
lived in dread 
of running out 
of the stuff. I 
have therefore 
raided Waitrose 
and amassed 
enough Marm¬ 
ite to last us 
two years. One 
pot. 

TALKING of offence, for the past 100 
years the French have suffered the nation¬ 
al humiliation of seeing their beautiful lan¬ 
guage being kicked into obscurity by the 
global spread of ghastly, gutteral English. 
No wonder that as the UK prepares to quit 
the EU, some French politicians are de¬ 
manding that debates be held in French. 
Forget it, mes amis. French may be beau¬ 
tiful but it is a tricky language. They use 
the same verb for “like” as for “love,” and 
when they “demand” something they may 
be merely requesting. If you inadvertently 
use the verb for kiss, you are actually pro¬ 
posing full sex, while someone request¬ 
ing a kiss on the cheek will ask for “un 
smack,” and you can see where that might 
lead. English may never sound as lovely 
as French but at least we never confuse a 
smacker with a good smacking. 

I BUMPED into a crowd of moorhen in 
the park and wondered what was the col¬ 
lective noun. It is a plump of moorhen. 
And a scoop of journalists, since you ask. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Petition against crossing wardens' axe 


A PETITION has been launched to 
stop the axe falling on crossing war¬ 
dens from outside schools in Dudley. 

The council has said it can no 
longer afford to provide crossing pa¬ 
trols and that schools must pay to 
keep them. 

The proposals have been met with 
widespread concern and parents have 
now urged bosses to think again. A 
petition has been launched to put 


pressure on the council to scrap the 
plans and has already been signed by 
almost 400 people. 

There are fears wardens will go as 
schools will be unable to afford them, 
in turn putting children’s safety at 
risk. 

Under the plans, patrols will be 
axed from April, saving the author¬ 
ity around £260,000 a year. Schools 
could have to fork out anything from 


£1,000 to as much as £20,000 for sites 
which have more than one warden. 

Cat Ketley, from Halesowen, who 
launched the petition, said: “Schools 
feel there is a great need for crossing 
patrols to be kept to maintain the 
safety of children and families, but 
they themselves have budget con¬ 
straints. When the Government is 
trying to promote healthy lifestyles, 
surely it is a false economy to axe 


crossing patrols which encourage 
families to walk to school.” 

Parent Charlene Williamson, from 
Halesowen, said: “I want to keep my 
children safe. Without a crossing pa¬ 
trol there will be accidents.” 

Councillor Hilary Bills, for envi¬ 
ronmental services, said the safety 
of children was ‘paramount’ but that 
the authority was experiencing ‘un¬ 
precedented financial challenges’. 


Equipment lack a factor 
in sister's death, claim 


By Jamie Brassington 

A STOURBRIDGE man who 
claims his sister was de¬ 
nied vital health support for 
a genetic condition before 
she died has hit out at West 
Midlands NHS providers. 

Bryan Gould, aged 56, says he 
watched the condition of his sister, 
Christine, who suffered with ocu¬ 
lopharyngeal muscular dystrophy, 
worsen before she died in 2014. 

He says NHS providers’ lack of 
support in giving her life-saving 
equipment was a factor. He is meet¬ 
ing in Parliament with NHS bosses 
and MPs, including Stourbridge rep¬ 
resentative Margot James. 

The equipment in question was 
a machine that helps people with 
muscle-wasting conditions to cough. 
Brian, who also suffers from OPMD, 
said: “My sister really needed sup¬ 
port from a cough assist machine, 
but never received it. Her quality of 
life would have been so much better 
in her final years with access. 

Cures 

“This potentially life-saving de¬ 
vice is vital for people with weak 
respiratory muscles. There are 
no treatments or cures for mus¬ 
cle-wasting conditions, so to deny 
people in this way is just shocking.” 

The equipment simulates a cough 
for those whose chests are too weak 
to naturally clear their lungs. If left 
untreated, it could cause chest infec¬ 
tions and even premature death. 

There is now a local cough assist 
commissioning policy through NHS 
Dudley CCG. But Brian said: “It is 
disgraceful other CCGs in the West 
Midlands and nationally are stalling 
on such crucial equipment.” 

Muscular Dystrophy UK says 
West Midlands NHS leaders have 
refused to adopt a funding policy for 
cough assist machines, despite them 
being available elsewhere. 

Nic Bungay, director of cam¬ 
paigns, care and information, said: 
“We are extremely concerned that 
despite premature deaths linked to 
being denied this vital equipment, 
most NHS providers still do not 
have a policy in place.” 


Lights switch-on has The X Factor 



Hundreds turned out for the Christmas lights switch-on 

X Factor music duo Reggie ‘n’ Bollie strutted their stuff 
at Merry Hill’s Christmas lights extravaganza. 

It was the Black Country’s first major switch-on event 
for 2016 - and more than 500 people turned up. 

The duo, who were runners up in last year’s final of 
the TV talent show, flicked on the lights at 6pm on Fri¬ 
day as part of a programme of activities that started at 
noon. 

Bollie said: “It was amazing.The crowd’s reaction was 
amazing. The whole energy was amazing.” 


with Reggie ‘n’ Bollie at the Merry Hill shopping centre 

X Factor’s Freddy Parker and Christian Burrows also 
performed alongside Britain’s Got Talent finalists Jack 
Pack. 

Christian said: “I loved performing here. When the 
crowd sing my lyrics I feel blessed.” 

Reggie ‘n’ Bollie released their first single New Girl in 
May 2016, which charted 26 in the UK Top 40. 

Kirsty Hadlington, aged 31 from Bilston, who was 
with her family, said: “Our favourites were Reggie ‘n’ 
Bollie. It was an amazing event.” 


Manufacturer 
awards as 
companies 
celebrate 

A DUDLEY firm has been declared 
overall winner of the 2016 Made in 
the Midlands manufacturing awards. 

Alloy Heat Treatments was pre¬ 
sented with the trophy at Austin 
Court, Birmingham. 

The business, on the Grazebrook 
Industrial Park, has increased turn¬ 
over by seven per cent and invested 
£850,000 in equipment, software and 
apprentices. 

Sales director Ian Perks said: “Win¬ 
ning this award would not have been 
possible without our managing direc¬ 
tor, Adrian Church, who has done an 
incredible job in securing the future of 
Alloy Heat Treatment through these 
investments. 

“All of our hard work throughout 
the year has paid off by receiving this 
great award.” 

Brexit 

The runner-up was another Dudley 
company, Petford Group, which has 
invested £8m to support growth this 
year. 

Also being honoured, with the new 
Brexit award for outstanding achieve¬ 
ment in exporting, was MTI Welding 
Technologies, of Kingswinford. 

The firm has won £4m in overseas 
orders since this summer’s referen¬ 
dum on leaving the European Union. 

Manufacturing achievement 
awards were also presented to RSD 
Pressings in Cannock; Hayley Group 
from Halesowen and Tipton-based 
Threeway Pressings. 

Group optimistic 
on Hippodrome 

CAMPAIGNERS are hopeful a deal to 
allow them to take over Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome will be completed early this 
month. 

The Black Country Hippodrome 
group is waiting to be given the keys 
to the famous building. 

The process has been held up 
slightly by legal discussions, with 
paperwork needing to be finalised be¬ 
tween the group and Dudley Council. 

Members will be handed a five-year 
lease to allow them to refurbish the 
derelict former theatre on Castle Hill 
after a last-ditch bid to take over the 
Hippodrome saved it from the bull¬ 
dozers. 

Gordon Downing, from the group, 
said he was hopeful the agreement 
would be finalised by the ‘second or 
third week’ of November. 

Brass band have 
two concert dates 

LANGLEY Band will be performing 
two concerts later this month at the 
same Black Country venue. 

The brass band will entertain at the 
Barlow Theatre, in Langley, on No¬ 
vember 25 at 8pm and on November 
26 at 7.30pm. Call (01384) 918547. 
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Conductor: Martin Sleaford 


Come and Play! 

Join us for an open rehearsal of music by Viennese 
Composer, Johann Strauss. 


Sunday 20th November 
2-5pm 
Redhill School 
Stourbridqe 


Free to take part 
Bring your 
music stand 
Music available 
in advance 


To Register... 

piano_man_27@hotmail.com | info@stourcos.org.uk | 01384373111 


WOODSTOCK 

timber 

SUPPLIES LTD 


Large stocks 
of sawn timber 
P.S.E. & Sheet Materials 
We specialise in timber to 
the trade and DIY market 




SPECIAL DEALS ON 
SHED MATERIALS LOO LAP, 
SHIP LAP, FEATHER ED0E & 
NEW SLEEPERS 

Contact Nigel or Dave 
Old Bush Street, Off Level Street, 
Brierley Hill, West Midlands 
Tel: 01384 572541 


MY SISTER'S 

CLOSET 

AMAZING, AFFORDABLE 
FASHION, RIGHT ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP 


NEW 

WINTER 

STOCK 

ARRIVING 

DAILY 


136 High Street, Stourbridge DY8 IDE 

01384 591058 f 








































